Grand Valley State University

ScholarWorks@GVSU
1995-1996, Volume 20

Grand Valley Forum, 1976-

7-22-1996

Grand Valley Forum, volume 020, number 44, July
22, 1996
Grand Valley State University

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum20
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 020, number 44, July 22, 1996" (1996). 1995-1996, Volume 20. 44.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum20/44

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 1995-1996, Volume 20 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

A Newsletter for the
GRAND VALLEY
STATE UN I VERS IT Y

Community
Volume 20 , Number 44

Monday, July 22, 1996

Seidman Posts Set for Fall
The culmination of the business
acc reditation process, planning for the
Grand Rapids campus expansion, and
involvement in community outreach
were all too enticing for Eme1y Turner
to leave behind. Turner has agreed to
remain at GVSU as dean of the
Seidman School of Business for
another two years extend ing his twoyear "tempora1y " stay. "It's been an
exciting time for the school," said
Turner, "and particularly enriching to
my own personal career at this stage
of my life. "
Compleme nting Turne r's stay is the
appointme nt of Kathy Gulembo as
acting assistant clean. She will also
retain her title as director of Undergraduate Programs. Gule mbo bas
been assuming many administrative
duties during this last year and played
a significant role in pre paring the
business accreditatio n self-study for
the school.

Paul McKimmy acids a new face to
SSB. McKimmy, who was hired to serve
as the coordinator of Unde rgraduate
Student Services, left his position at
Grand Valley's Ho using Office as area
coordinato r fo r Living Centers . He is
working on his Ecl.D. in edu cational
leadership at Western Michigan Unive rsity and plans to defend his dissertation
in December.
Rounding out the changes in
administrative staff in Seidman, Jim
Sanford has been appointed director of
the Office for Econo mic Expansion,
replacing Jim Kadlecek who recently
retired and moved to Colorado . Sanfo rd
is excited at the prospects of serving
the west Michigan community and
further developing the outreach of this
office . Sanford, who has served as
associate dean of SSB since 1990, will
continue in that ca pacity as well.

Left to right, Kathy Gulembo, Paul McKimmy,
Emery Turne1; Jim Sanford.

Alumnus Helps Students Produce Feature Film
While many college students fill
the idle ho urs of summer watching
movies, Grand Va lley students are
producing one . Now in its second
year, the GVSU Summer Film Productio n class is giving students hands-on,
practical experience in all aspects o f
producing a 16mm, 30-minute feature
film.
The real-world flavor of the film
class is enhanced by instructor Mitch
Nyberg, a GVSU alumnus and
Coopersville native who has lived and
worked in Hollywood for the past 13
years. Nyberg, whose film credits
include various
production roles on
films such as "Homewa rd Bo und 2, "

"Down Periscope," and
"Angels in the Outfield," is
teaching film students from
first-hand experience that
hard work and dedication
are essential fo r survival in
the competitive film inclustiy. And while Nyberg
works on popular films
produced by major productio n ho uses, he still values
independe nt film projects
such as the o ne he's
directing this summe r in
west Michigan.

'

"The independent market Filmmaking students left Port Sheldon Township beach on July 7,
is crucial for many people in with more than just sunburns after working a jidl day shooting
continued on page 3

scenes for their 30-minute film.
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Viewpoint
Team Effort Works
by John Sche1jf, Plant Services sup ervisor

The GVSU Fontm is
published by the O ffice o f
U niversity Communications
every Mo nday w hen classes are
in session and biweekl y during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tu esday noon . Send
publication item s to Kathleen
Adams, edito r, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. Fro m o ff ca mpus, em ail forum@gvsu .edu . Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 616895-2250. V isit FORU M O NLINE
on the Wo rld Wide Web at:
www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff m embers
ca n fin d an online "Sketches"
submiss io n form o n the Web
Site.

A sense o f
togetherness
has always
been an
important
component o f
the GVSU
environment.
From my
earliest days as
a groundskeepe r in 1964,
there was a
widespread
sense o f a
pioneering
spirit amo ng
the students as
we ll as fac ulty
and staff
members . This transcended virtua lly a ll
factions - o rganizationa l, ethnic, religio us,
racial, etc. Hardships like long hours, low
pay and competing demands from campus
units were conditions we could handle . A
need of ano the r person or unit was not a
burden but a chance to be of help.
This same spirit moved me to join
GVSU's Faculty/ Staff Campaig n committee
three yea rs ago to help the university atta in
its goals of increased g iving and participatio n. As a new member o f the committee, I
planned to take my lead from others. But it
quickly occurred to me that an e ndowment
that wo uld be nefit children o f Physica l Plant
workers might draw the suppo rt of those
e mployees, who had a low pa1ticipatio n
rate.
This idea was endo rsed by Presid ent
Lubbers w ho offe red to match donatio ns
from un~ommitted endowme nt funds. Union
o fficials enthusiastica lly discussed the
endowment with employees, who called m e
to offer e ncourageme nt. One of the grea test
boosts came from an administrato r who
offered a $1,000 donatio n at the outset. The
entire Physica l Plant pro fessio nal staff
followed his lead with their own genero us
gifts .

In the first yea r, the Plant Service
Pe rsonnel Descendants Endowed Scho larship grew to $20,000 and ca mpuswicle
participatio n increased fro m 46 pe rce nt to
58 pe rcent. Physica l Plant participatio n went
fro m 10 percent to 60 percent. The subseque nt two yea rs have seen even g reate r
levels o f participatio n by plant e mployees,
with 75 percent showing the ir suppo rt. I
have been told that this is highe r tha n a ny
other majo r GVSU de partme nt.
O bviously this re presents a surp rising
success sto ry but it's no t blind luck. I
believe the sense o f togetherness that I have
always felt at Gra nd Valley bro ught abo ut
the amazing support for this e ndowme nt
fro m so many ca mpus staff, sta ff w ho
would never be nefit from it directl y. Even
tho ug h service personne l partici patio n is
tre me ndo us, more than half the gifts come
fro m university fa culty and pro fessio nal staff
members. When service pe rsonne l first
rea lized the level of suppo rt fro m other
groups on ca mpus they wonde red w hy
wo uld people give to this e ndowme nt that
doesn't benefit them. I was de lig hted to
give them the simple answ er that they ca re,
they care abo ut yo u, and they care abo ut
yo ur children.
Togetherness works!
It is my ho pe that the rea l va lue of this
scho larship will be to remind all o f us at
Grand Valley that working togethe r for the
greater good is a va luable goa l fo r its own
sa ke . Let's take a lesson fro m o ur ea rl y clays
and remember that we're all in this togethe r
and together we can ma ke this uni versity
even bette r.

Job Openings
Executive,Administrative, Professional

Assistant Director of the TRIO Upwa rd Bound
Math and Science Program - $25,300 $43,000
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Alumnus Helps Students Produce Feature Film
continued from page 1

the climb for personal expression in
film ," said Nyberg, back at his alma
mater this summer. "Students will be
soliciting the finished project for
possible screenings in the various
markets and learn of these markets in
the process."
The film project actually began
earlier this spring with an open competition for a script. While the contest was
open to the west Michigan public, it

was Grand Valley student Chris Barkman , also of Coopersville, whose script
was selected for production. With a
working title "Factory, " the script is
about three prison inmates of different
ethnic backgrounds who are assigned to
a foundry on a work-release program.
Auditions for actors were held in
June at the Grand Rapids Civic Theater.
Other stude nts are working on public
relations and fundraising to round out
the real-life experie nce of independent
filmmaking.
Nyberg,
a student of
Associate
Professor of
Communications
Barbara
Roos back
in the early
1980s,
credits her
hands-on
class with
helping him
realize that

Mitch Nyberg, Grand Valley's visiting professor/filmmaker, explains camera
angles to students trying to work around Lake Michigan-produ ced haze.

filmmaking is a specialized, collaborative effort. That realization gave him the
confidence that he could find work in
the film industry. He started out
working with sound and gaining credits
as "Boom Operator," "Best Boy," and
"Key Grip. " In more recent projects , he
has served as casting set coordinator,
production manager, or associate
producer. With his own background
ranging from documentary to feature
films , Nyberg is enthusiastic about the
hands-on experience in feature film
production students are getting this
summer.
"Narrative filmmaking is the crux of a
multi-billion dollar industry, and to
allow students such an intensive handson process is a boon ," Nyberg said.
"Now and for many years to come ,
narrative film production will be the
standard format and individuals with
proven skills and experience will be in
demand and marketable. "
After filming is completed this
summer, students will work on postproduction during the fall semester.
They plan to premier the film in a local
commercial theater in early 1997.

Grand Valley and the United Way
Grand Valley's people and programs serve the west Michigan community on land and water. As just one example, a
group of elementary school students from Muskegon enjoyed
an afternoon excursion on the university's new Muskegonbased research vessel, the WG. Jackson, on July 16. The children were participants in a youth science camp at Muskegon
State Park.

......-------------------------.

ti,!

"The 12 to 18-year-olds from Youth Volunteer Corps are
counselors and are trained to teach science to the younger
kids," says Martha Bottemley, program director of Youth Volunteer Corp, a United Way agency. "College students serve as
team leaders."
Bottomley, a 1993 Grand Valley graduate with a B.S. in
Communications, said about 120 kids in Youth Corps Programs will go on cruises this summer on either the WG. Jackson or
the Grand Haven-based DJ. Angus.
If you have a story to share about GVSU involvement with United Way agencies, please send it to the FORUM cc:Mail box.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
Rod Denning, research assistant with
Water Resources Institute, presented a
poster titled "GIS and Hydrologic
Modeling in Watershed Management,
York Creek Watershed" at a "Watershed
'96 - Moving Ahead Together" conference in Baltimore.
Luis Otero, assistant director of
Career Services, Ashok Kumar, assistant
professor of Ma nagement and Jaideep
Motwani, associate professor of Management, are co-authors of a paper
titled "An Application of the Taguchi
Robust Experimental Design Technique
to Improve Service Performance" that
was published in the Journal of Quality
and Research Methods. Otero is also the
author of "Simple and Effective"
published in The TQM Magazine.
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of
Social Work, gave a presentation on
kinship care at the Michigan Child
Welfare Law Resource Center at the
University of Michigan Law School.
McFadden and Don Duquette, director
of the Child Welfare Law Resource
Center, presented "Permanency
Options" to legal teams of juvenile court
judges, children's attorneys, prosecuting
attorneys, and parents' attorneys.
McFadden provided an overview of
kinship care practice and policy in the
U.S. , with special e mphasis on the
fam ily group conference model in New
Zealand, which has been adapted and
implemented in Kent County as the
Family Community Compact. She has
been a program consultant to the Kent
County Families for Kids Project of the
Grand Rapids Foundation.
Carol Lopucki, director of the Small
Business Development Center, was
appointed to the Northview school
board to fill a vacancy due to Kevin
O'Neill's appointment as interim
superintendent of Grand Rapids Public
Schools. Carol has been active in the
Northview community as co-chair of the
recent successful bond-issue and
facilitator of Northview's strategic plan.
Claudia Bajema, M.B.A. Program
director, was elected by the Grand
Rapids Board of Ed ucation to serve in
the office of secreta1y for the 1996-97
school year.
GregoryW Courtney, assistant
professor of Biology, presented the

following papers at the North American
Bentho logica l Society meeting in
Kalispell, Montana: "Pleistocene Floods
and Hyporheic Black-Flies: Origin of
Parasimulium Habitats in the Columbia
River Gorge, Oregon" and "Factors
Influencing Phenology and Habitat
Distribution of Net-winged Midges
(Diptera: Blephariceridae) in the
Southeastern United States."
Martha Golensky, assista nt professor
in the School of Public Administration,
has had he r article titled "From Practitioner to Educator: A Personal Perspective on Nonprofit Management Education" included in the collection

Nonprofit Management Education 1996·
A U.S. and World Perspective, published
by the Institute for Nonp rofit Organization Management at the University of
San Francisco.
Janet Vail, Water Resources Institute
research associate, facilitated a one-day
workshop on Air and Waste Management Association (A&WMA) Teaching
Tra ining at the A&WMA international
conference in Nashville. She also
accepted the international "Chapter
Cup" award on behalf of the West
Michigan Chapter of A&WMA where
she serves as secretary and education
coordinato r. The Chapter recently held
their annual technical conference and
golf outing at GVSU.
Paul Johnson, associate professor in
the Seymour and Esther Padnos School
of Engineering, served as division cha ir
for the Environmental Engineering
Division of the American Society for
Engineering Education at their 1996
annual conference in Washington , D.C.
He also moderated a technical session
titled "Innovative Techniques in Environmental Engineering Education" and
presented a paper, "A Design Project
Approach to Microcontrollers," in a
session of the Electrical Engineering
Division. Technical division representatives nominated him to stand fo r
society-wide election as chair of one of
the society's fo ur professional interest
councils and as a director of the society.
Biology Professor Howard Stein
helped grade the College Board's
Advanced Placement (AP) examinations
earlie r this month. Stein was one of
3,700 facu lty consultants w ho gathered

for the annual AP Reading at the
University of Nebraska. The faculty ,
representing institutions from across
North America as well as 11 fo reign
nations, graded 840,000 exams in 16
academic disciplines. Stein graded
Biology exams .

In the News
Paul Sicilian, professor of Econom ics,
was interviewed July 10 by WOOD TVS for a story about the impact of the
minimum wage increase.

Professor of Engineering Tom Yackish
and Bob Bero, Engineering lab supe1visor, were interviewed by Tom
Rademacher fo r an article about GVSU's
solar boat. The article appeared in the
July 16 edition of the Grand Rapids
Press.

Coming Events
Sunday Evening Carillon
Concerts Continue
Grand Valley's second season of
summer carillon concerts continues on
Sunday, July 28, at 8 p .m. with guest
artist Ge1t
Oldenbeuving
from the
Netherlands. He is
city carillonneur of
Zutphen,
Lochem,
Groenlo,
Nijmegen and Winterswijk and teaches
at the Conservatory in Arnhem. For
more than 12 years he was preside nt of
the Dutch Carillon Society. Oldenbeuving has given carillon recitals in
almost every European count1y, Japan,
and at several sites in the United States.
Carillonist Julianne Vanden Wyngaard
will perform during the Aug ust 4
concert. The concerts, which continue
eve1y Sunday thro ug h August, are free.

